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Water Safety Policy

Purpose

We are committed to keeping children safe in and around water and support
children learning in a safe environment.

Background

The Education and Care services National Regulations require approved
providers to ensure their services have policies and procedures in place for
managing water safety during any water based activity.

Children need opportunities to develop their understanding of the natural
environment. Experiences with water encourage active exploration and
discovery of the environment. Knowledge of potential hazards associated with
water will assist educators to provide a safe, stimulating environment for
kindergarten children.

A water hazard is defined as anything that can hold 5cm of water and fit a
child’s nose and mouth. Water hazards in the children’s learning environment
include (noft limited to):

ReGPec+

Connections

- Sinks, basins, fish tanks

- Water courses, sandpits

- Pooling water

Legislative requirements

Section/regulation

Description of regulation

How JBCK will meet these requirements

and care premises

Section 165 Offence to inadequately Educators will follow JBCK's “Adequate
supervise children supervision guide” and ensure compliance
with supervision requirements for water safety
and ratios and undertake risk assessments
Section 167 Offence relating to Annual review of water safety policy and
protection of children from procedure. Provide ongoing staff training to
harm and hazards protect children from harm and hazards.
Regulation Additional information Risk assessments and procedures reviewed
25(1)(c) about proposed education | annually for water hazards

Regulation 101

Conduct risk assessment for
excursion

All excursions have a risk assessment and
acknowledge if there is a water hazard.

Regulation 115

Premises designed to
facilitate supervision

All educators are aware of our supervision
guide

Regulation
168(2)(a)(iii)

Education and care
services must have policies
and procedures on water
safety, including safety
during any water based
activities

All educators are aware of the water safety
policy and procedure

All educators are aware of JBCK's water
procedure

Regulation 170

Policies and procedures to
be followed

Policies are procedures are a part of the
induction at JBCK

QualH'y
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Regulation 171 Policies and procedures to Policies and procedures are available on
be made available website, on teams and a hard copy kept in

the kitchen. Risk assessments are kept in the
risk assessment folder

Regulation 172 Notification of change to Staff via staff meetings

policies or procedures Families/caregiver via email or seesaw

Principles to inform JBCK'’s water safety policy

The safety and wellbeing of children is our number one priority. All water based
activities will be adequately supervised and no child will be left unattended
when in proximity o water.

Water based play is an important part of our children’s healthy growth, learmning,
wellbeing and development. Our educators ensure that all precautions are
employed to safeguard children during these experiences.

Clear roles and responsibilities ensure that all educator are aware of their roles
and responsibilities in relation to water safety.

We create opportunities for children to learn and develop. This includes Reg Pec-l-
incorporating water safety on the educational program.

Connections

Sources and References

https://www.acecqa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-08/PolicyGuidelines WaterSafety.pdf

QuaIH'y

https://edi.sa.edu.au/operations-and-management/school-preschool-and-fdc-
admin/preschooland-early-childhood-management/water-safety-for-preschools

Water safety

Water Safety | Safety | Kidsafe NSW

Document Review History

Date Approved Approved by Governing Council
November 2021 Policy created

July 2024 Policy reviewed

July 2025 Policy re written

August 2025 Approved by Governing Council 6/8/25



https://www.acecqa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-08/PolicyGuidelines_WaterSafety.pdf
https://edi.sa.edu.au/operations-and-management/school-preschool-and-fdc-admin/preschooland-early-childhood-management/water-safety-for-preschools
https://edi.sa.edu.au/operations-and-management/school-preschool-and-fdc-admin/preschooland-early-childhood-management/water-safety-for-preschools
https://www.esb.sa.gov.au/advice-and-guidance/water-safety
https://www.kidsafensw.org/safety/water-safety%7E1/

